











Religious School

Thanksgiving is a wonderful holiday that reminds us that we must never take
what we have for granted. We should consider all we possess and all we enjoy to be
gifts from God.

The Hebrew word for thank you is “Todah”, which literally means “to admit.”
We admit that we need someone else that “I couldn’t have done it without you.”
When we express our gratitude to people or God, we are recognizing our depen-
dence on another and acknowledging the kind assistance we have received. It
facilitates harmony, bonding and freedom and helps us be humble.

The Jewish educator, Joel Lurie Grishaver, wrote about Thanksgiving in his
book, “40 Things You Can Do to Save the Jewish Peaptd? important to treat
Thanksgiving as a Jewish ritual meal and thereby blend Jewish and American
values into a single expression. Thanksgiving had always had its own rituals. ...
we had never thought to make it Jewish. We have never thought to remember that
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back to the Bible and found their own way of bringing the Sukkot ritual alive.

Thanksgiving is nothing more than a Pilgrim version of a creative Sukkot celebra-
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tion: add the popcorn and cranberries, take out the lulav and etrog, and you get the
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adds another dynamic, it shows not only a melding of food, but spirit.
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Happy Thanksgiving.
Interesting fact:
Did you know the

word Jewish in Hebrew
(Yehudi/Hoda-ah) derives from the

Dear Marty Englander,

We, the students, parents and teacher
at Beth-El Congregation, are grateful
for your generous contribution of all
the huge special boards for our special
Jewish pride exhibit coming up on Apr

root: to thank/gratitude? 2nd for Family Day. Thank you for be-

ing such a wonderful part of our family,
here at Beth-El.

Thank you.
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BETH-EL CONGREGATION

4900 Briarhaven Road
Fort Worth, TX 76109
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Make your donation online at www.bethelfw.org.
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Please find enclosed $

Contribution Form

as a donation to the

Fund, given in honor of/

memory of
Please send acknowledgment to: Donor Information:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:
Phone: Phone:
Please send me contribution forms.

Funds (minimum of $10 except where noted): Temple, Religious School, Youth, Library, Mitch Stenzler Sunday
School Scholarship, Rabbi Zimmerman’s Discretionary, Rabbi Mecklenburger’s Discretionary, Assistant Rabbi Otten-
stein’s Discretionary, Educator’s Discretionary, President’s Discretionary, Tree ($20), Prayerbook ($30), Floral ($35),
Rosenthal/Siegel Education Endowment ($50), Operating Endowment ($50), Endowment #2 ($50), Tree of Life Leaves
($300). Please note, ALL endowment funds have a minimum contribution amount of $50.

Please note that any contribution submitted without a designated fund will be placed in the Temple fund.

Make checks payable to Beth-El Congregation and mail to: 4900 Briarhaven Road, Fort Worth, TX 76109.
(817-332-7141) or make your donation online at www.bethelfw.org/donations.




